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of the fundamental duties required of
this body and pass a budget. The budg-
et is a blueprint for how the Federal
Government defines our Nation’s prior-
ities. It’s also an acknowledgment of
the fiscal situation currently facing
the American taxpayer. We have a sol-
emn duty and obligation to inform
those who fund our operations what
we’re spending their money on and how
we are paying for it.

As a former Navy pilot, I know that
you don’t take off without a flight
plan. The leaders of this Congress are
asking us to do just that, guided by one
failed principle: more spending. That’s
not how you fly. That’s how you crash.

Mr. Speaker, our children and grand-
children deserve better. We are sent to
this institution to be responsible stew-
ards of the taxpayer dollars. I urge my
colleagues to demonstrate leadership
and pass a budget. The American peo-
ple deserve no less.

———

DISASTER IN THE GULF OF
MEXICO

(Ms. WOOLSEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, we have
a disaster in the Gulf of Mexico which
makes it absolutely obvious that we do
not have the answers to preventing and
combating such carnage. We have not,
any of us, Republicans or Democrats,
invested in the necessary science and
the important steps to prevent and
combat an oil spill of this size.

That’s why, as a result of the San
Francisco Bay spill over a year ago, I
introduced H.R. 2693, to streamline
from 17 to three agencies and oversee
the prevention and the responsibility
to respond to preventing oil spills and
to cleaning up oil spill emergencies. 1
would have the three agencies be:

NOAA, which brings its expertise on
how to protect marine life and sen-
sitive marine ecosystems. It would be
the lead agency. I would have the Coast
Guard, which will bring the expertise
as the first responder, and the Environ-
mental Protection Agency would be
the third agency, to provide an under-
standing of the environmental and pub-
lic health needs of any response and
prevention methods.

We may need more. We’ll find out
later.

———

CONGRESS NEEDS TO PASS A
BUDGET

(Mrs. MILLER of Michigan asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, in recent weeks, we have seen
some American corporate executives
brought before Congress and grilled
about how they run their firms, and ap-
propriately so. Yet, what would the re-
sponse of Congress be if a private firm
had the following record? It operated
at losses of about $3 trillion over 2
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years. It used questionable accounting
gimmicks. It had unfunded long-term
liabilities of $50 trillion or more. It had
provided no guidance to its share-
holders about its bleak balance sheet.

Mr. Speaker, unfortunately, such a
firm does exist, but it is not in the pri-
vate sector. That firm is the Federal
Government run by this majority.
They’ve racked up over $3 trillion in
new debt in just 2 years. They’ve
passed outrageous new spending plans.
They’ve refused to put forward a budg-
et to the shareholders—the American
people—because they don’t want the
people to see their plans for our Na-
tion’s fiscal future, Mr. Speaker.

If this was a private firm instead of
our Federal Government, there would
be charges filed for fiscal malfeasance.
The majority owes the American peo-
ple answers, and they must bring for-
ward their budget immediately.

———————

THE AMERICAN JOBS, CLOSING
TAX LOOPHOLES, AND PRE-
VENTING OUTSOURCING ACT OF
2010

(Mr. BACA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, soon this
Chamber will have a chance to con-
tinue our work on a positive job-cre-
ating initiative when H.R. 4213 comes
to the floor. This bill will work to re-
store credit for the small businesses
who hire the bulk of the American
workers. It will allow funding for sum-
mer jobs programs for many of our
youth that are unemployed and are
seeking jobs during the summer. It will
also help to close tax loopholes to fully
fund job creation and enforce corporate
accountability.

This bill continues to provide aid to
our brothers and sisters and unions
who have been hit hard over the past
year because of the outsourcing by the
previous administrative policies.

Unemployment is still high. Ameri-
cans still need support from the gov-
ernment, and we continue to rebound
from this crisis. But the signs are
there. We’re recovering. Last month,
we added 290,000 jobs—the most since
March of 2006.

We need to continue this good work
and put the American people back to
work. This is why I urge my colleagues
to support H.R. 4213.

———

FAILURE TO IMPLEMENT A
BUDGET

(Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky. Mr. Speak-
er, all throughout the Fourth District,
Kentuckians are asking Congress to es-
tablish fiscal responsibility. Some Con-
gressmen are fighting to establish a re-
sponsible budget, but the Democratic
leaders are only offering more spend-
ing, more taxes, and more debt.
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Washington doesn’t have a revenue
program or problem. It’s got a spending
problem. Just in the first 7 months of
the current fiscal year, Congress has
already run up an $800 billion deficit
under the direction of Speaker PELOSI.
If the House doesn’t pass a budget, it
will be the first time it has failed to do
S0 since 1974.

Congress is missing a critical oppor-
tunity to provide a responsible blue-
print for the Nation’s fiscal future and
serve as a check and balance to an ad-
ministration intoxicated by excessive
spending. Congress must restore the
ownership of the American Govern-
ment back to its rightful owners, the
American people.

That’s why House Republicans are
creating major initiatives like YouCut
and America Speaking Out. Both pro-
grams allow the American people to
change the culture of spending in
Washington and make the Federal
budget the same as our families’ budg-
ets: Balanced.

Stop the spending madness, and give
our children back a real future.

——————

CONGRESS MUST PASS THE JOBS
BILL

(Mr. McDERMOTT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, this
morning I read an editorial in the Wall
Street Journal that criticizes the un-
employment program, saying, ‘‘let’s
lay off everybody, pay them for not
working, and watch the economy really
boom.”’

To criticize the system that’s keep-
ing millions of Americans afloat during
this recession is appalling. Cutting
benefits will drastically reduce their
ability to buy goods and pay their
mortgage. Does anybody really think
that would be good for the economy?

When those workers’ unemployment
insurance benefits run out, they have
no other support. We can’t just tell
millions of Americans that we don’t
care what happens to them. Maybe the
Wall Street Journal thinks that only
tax breaks for the superrich can help
the economy, but most of you will re-
member the previous administration
tried that, and the only thing it
brought us was the worst economy
since the Great Depression.

If we don’t pass this jobs bill tomor-
row, 1.2 million Americans will lose
their benefits by June. Is that good for
anybody? I say not. Vote “yes” tomor-
row.

CONGRESS NEEDS TO PASS A
BUDGET

(Mrs. SCHMIDT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. SCHMIDT. Mr. Speaker, budg-
eting is one of the most fundamental
duties of governing. Yet here we are, a
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